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Abstract: 

 This research paper examines the 

portrayal of gender roles and the construction 

of identity in Gabriel Garcia Marquez's 

renowned novel, "One Hundred Years of 

Solitude." Through a close reading of the text, 

supplemented by critical analysis and 

contextual research, this paper explores how 

gender roles are depicted and how they 

influence the construction of identity for the 

characters within the Buendía family and the 

broader community of Macondo. By delving 

into the complexities of gender dynamics, this 

study aims to shed light on the ways in which 

societal norms, historical context, and 

individual agency intersect to shape characters' 

identities and experiences. 
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Introduction: 

 Gabriel Garcia Marquez's "One 

Hundred Years of Solitude" is a masterpiece of 

literature that delves into the intricacies of 

human existence, societal structures, and the 

passage of time. Central to the novel's 

exploration of these themes is its portrayal of 

gender roles and the construction of identity. 

Set in the fictional town of Macondo, the 

narrative follows the lives of the Buendía 

family over several generations, offering a rich 

tapestry of characters whose identities are 

shaped by their gender, cultural context, and 

personal experiences. This paper aims to 

analyze how 

Gender roles are depicted in the novel 

and how they contribute to the formation of 

individual and collective identities. 

Literature Review: 

Previous scholarship on "One Hundred 

Years of Solitude" has examined various 

themes,  

 

Including magical realism, colonialism, 

and family dynamics. However, there has been 

relatively less focus on the specific exploration 

of gender roles and identity formation within 

the novel. Some existing studies have touched 

upon these themes tangentially, but there is a 

need for a more in-depth analysis that situates 

gender dynamics at the forefront of the 

discussion. By drawing on feminist theory, 

postcolonial theory, and literary criticism, this 
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research aims to fill this gap in the scholarship 

and offer new insights into the novel's portrayal 

of gender and identity. 

Methodology: 

This research paper employs a 

qualitative approach, utilizing close reading 

techniques to analyze key passages from "One 

Hundred Years of Solitude" that deal with 

gender roles and identity. Additionally, it draws 

on secondary sources, including critical essays, 

interviews with the author, and historical texts, 

to provide context and theoretical frameworks 

for the analysis. By triangulating these various 

sources of data, this study seeks to offer a 

comprehensive understanding of how gender is 

constructed and negotiated within the novel. 

Analysis: 

The analysis section of this paper will 

delve into specific examples from the text that 

illustrate the ways in which gender roles are 

depicted and how they intersect with other 

aspects of identity, such as race, class, and 

sexuality. It will explore the experiences of 

characters such as Ursula, Pilar Ternera, and 

Fernanda del Carpio, examining how their 

gender identities are shaped by societal 

expectations, familial influences, and personal 

agency. Furthermore, it will consider how these 

characters navigate and resist traditional gender 

norms, and the consequences of their actions 

within the patriarchal society of Macondo. 

1. Traditional Gender Roles:  

The novel reflects traditional Latin 

American gender roles, where men are 

typically portrayed as dominant figures in 

public life, while women are confined to the 

domestic sphere. For example, characters like 

José Arcadio Buendía and Colonel Aureliano 

Buendía are depicted as patriarchal figures who 

exert authority over their families and 

communities. 

2. Female Characters:  

Despite the prevalent patriarchy, female 

characters in the novel are not passive. 

Characters like Ursula Iguarán, Fernanda del 

Carpio, and Pilar Ternera exhibit resilience, 

intelligence, and agency. Ursula, in particular, 

serves as the matriarch of the Buendía family, 

guiding and protecting her descendants 

throughout the generations. 

3. Sexuality and Liberation:  

The novel explores the intersection of 

gender with sexuality and liberation. 

Characters like Pilar Ternera and Fernanda del 

Carpio challenge societal norms through their 

unconventional behavior and sexual agency. 

Pilar, for instance, embraces her psychic 

abilities and defies traditional gender 

expectations by choosing her own path in life. 

4. Magical Realism and Gender:  

García Márquez employs magical 

realism to blur the boundaries between reality 

and fantasy, enabling him to subvert traditional 

gender roles and identities. Characters like 

Rebeca and Amaranta Ursula challenge gender 

norms through their unconventional behavior 

and experiences. 

5. Cycle of Violence:  

The novel portrays how rigid gender 

roles and societal expectations contribute to a 
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cycle of violence and dysfunction within the 

Buendía family. For example, characters like 

José Arcadio Buendía and Colonel Aureliano 

Buendía struggle with their masculinity and 

resort to violence as a means of asserting power 

and control. 

Overall, "One Hundred Years of 

Solitude" offers a rich and multifaceted 

exploration of gender roles and identities, 

challenging traditional norms while 

highlighting the complexities and nuances of 

gender relations in Latin American society. 

Discussion: 

In the discussion section, this paper will 

synthesize the findings of the analysis and 

explore their broader implications. It will 

consider how Garcia Marquez's portrayal of 

gender roles reflects and critiques real-world 

societal structures, particularly in the context of 

Latin American history and culture. 

Additionally, it will discuss the ways in which 

the novel's treatment of gender contributes to 

its thematic exploration of power, memory, and 

the human condition. Finally, it will reflect on 

the significance of studying gender roles and 

identity construction in "One Hundred Years of 

Solitude" and its relevance to contemporary 

literary and cultural discourse. 

Conclusion: In conclusion, this research paper 

offers a nuanced analysis of the portrayal of 

gender roles and the construction of identity in 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez's "One Hundred Years 

of Solitude." By examining the experiences of 

characters within the novel and situating them 

within their historical and cultural context, this 

study sheds light on the complexities of gender 

dynamics and their impact on individual and 

collective identities. Through its exploration of 

these themes, this paper contributes to a deeper 

understanding of the novel's significance as a 

literary work and its relevance to broader 

discussions of gender, power, and 

representation.  
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